September 12, 2015 at 9:00 am.
I. C. C. Pond
East Peoria, IL.
We will be discussing fall prep
And the construction of a pond Deicer
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Directions :
From East Peoria go North on Rt 116 and turn Right onto
Rt. 24 to Washington. At the spot light, at the top of the hill turn
Right into the I.C.C. campus.
Follow the road to the right past the Horticulture building on the
left. Continue on College Dr. at the first intersection you will
turn left onto Dingledine Dr. follow the road around till it intersects with College Dr. and continue on as College Dr. You will
go past the original campus on the right and College Dr. turns to
the left . Off to the left you will see the pond and chairs set up
for our meeting. There should be some trucks already parked
their, and you can park off the side of the road.
Club Dues Are Still Only $20.00
Please give cash/check to our treasurer:
Or Send To:
Karen Hofstetter
22223 Grosenbach Rd.
Washington, IL. 61571

Happy
Labor
Day

I hope everyone enjoyed the Kruger’s pond, even though it was all the way
down in Lincoln. All that way. Right, Allen and Lori? That’s an inside joke with
the board members.
The pond and pools and the water falls were great. And the fish, WOW!!!
Can you say submarines? And their plants are all doing very well for only being
on the pond for a couple of months. Their deck on the edge of the pond, what a
great place to view the pond and feed the fish. Thanks Allen and Lori for your hospitality and your friendly atmosphere. What a yard!
As usual, Mike White gave another very informative presentation. I still say we
need to record that guy so we can play back all the information he gives us.
From everything I’ve read and from Mike’s presentation, water changes are one
of the best things we can do for our fish and our ponds.
Several of us now have water meters so if you want to borrow one for a water
change, just ask. If you connect the meter to your pump and keep track of how
long you run the pump to get the amount of water you want to change, ten the next
time you do a water change you won’t need the meter. Just run the pump for the
same amount of time and you have the same volume of water.
Usually it’s suggested to change out 10% of your pond water. So, if your pond is
2,000 gallons, then 10% equals 200 gallons. Make sure you add water conditioner
to the pond before you add the new water if you live in Peoria. Peoria Water
Company adds chloramine to the water which is deadly to your fish
If you have issues and/or questions, please feel free to bring them to the next
meeting so we can discuss them with everyone. We can all learn from each other.
If you’d prefer, bring your questions to me before we start the meeting and I’ll
bring it up to the members.
If any members would like the salt level of their water checked, bring a sample to
the meeting and I will remember to bring my salt meter to test it.
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Prairieland Pond & Koi Society
August 8, 2015-Club Meeting
The August club meeting was held at Allen & Lori Kruger’s home. President
Vince Smith started the meeting at10:00 a.m. There were 36 members in attendance.
Club Business:
Mike White, from White Water Filters, spoke about a variety of topics. He
spent time critiquing the Kruger’s pond. One thing he pointed out was the
fact that their water hyacinths in the big water fall were very green. This
means that the proper amount of iron is in the pond. He also informed us that
plants and waterfalls helps to add oxygen into the pond. A single level waterfall will add oxygen but not as much as a multilayered waterfall. Different
levels of streams are more exposed to air and circulates water, which adds
more oxygen. Another way to generate oxygen is with air stones. A skimmer
box is another great way to produce more oxygen by taking the top layer of
water, which is exposed to air, and circulating it back into the pond.
Mike also discussed that the longest a pond owner should go without cleaning
the pond is 3 years. Every year is ok but not necessary. Water change is important to the size of our fish. Not doing it isn’t harmful, however, it could affect the growth rate. Once it stops it cannot restart. By doing frequent water
changes it tricks that fish into thinking the pond is bigger and continue to
grow.
These were some of the many topics that Mike White covered. After he was
done speaking, Allen spoke of his new pond and gave a big thanks to everyone
who helped him make it possible.
The next club meeting will be held at ICC on September 12th, at the pond.
Respectfully submitted,
Letriana Cantrell, Secretary
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Prairieland Koi & Pond Society Banquet

November 14th
Location

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
715 N. 11 th Street Pekin, Illinois
6:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.
Directions to K of C: From East Peoria take Route 29 south into Pekin. At Sheridan Road
turn left. Follow Sheridan till you come to 11th St. turn right, and go till you reach 715 N.
the Knights of Columbus building is on the right.
Meal choices are Fried Chicken $6.95, Prime Rib $17.95

Entrée includes salad, rolls, vegetable, baked potato and coffee or ice tea.
Use the bottom portion of this page to send in your reservation. Please send your reservation with checks payable to PKPS, and mail to:
Karen Hofstetter
22223 Grosenbach Road
Washington, IL 61571
----------------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY
Name(s) __________________________
Menu Choices: Fried Chicken ___________Prime Rib _____________
In the blank next to the meat choice, indicate the number in your party requesting that entrée.
Phone #_______________________ Amount Enclosed_______________

Please Return YOUR RESERVATION BY OCTOBER 31.
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Koi and goldfish do not have stomachs, they just have a long
intestine. This means it is better for them to graze on food all day
long instead of just one big feeding per day. So you should split
the food and do multiple feeds per day. A common feeding
schedule is to give them some food first thing in the morning
when you wake up, then some right after you get home from
work, and the rest right before you go to bed. If you can split it
into 5 feedings per day, they can process the food much better
and this helps them grow faster.
Note: If you find uneaten food in your pond, then something is
wrong. Either you are feeding too much, or you have water
quality problems, or your filter isn’t big enough, or something
else.

NITROGEN CYCLE
Fish secrete ammonia through their process of respiration and
through urea. If left to build up, this ammonia becomes highly
toxic to fish and will result in death. The process that converts
ammonia into nitrites and then nitrates is the nitrogen cycle.
Biological filtration provides a method to promote the nitrogen
cycle and eliminates the harmful effects of ammonia and nitrites
on koi health. Because koi are large fish (in terms of volume),
they produce large amounts of ammonia and require adequate biological filtration to keep the nitrogen cycle performing adequately. The nitrogen cycle takes about four to six weeks to become established in a pond. At this point, toxic chemicals can build up
quickly, so very few fish should reside in the pond while
5

beneficial bacteria becomes established. Once enough bacteria has established and is living on surfaces in the pond (as well as in filter media), more fish can be added. These bacteria will be able to convert
toxic ammonia to nitrites and finally nitrates, which should be removed
from the pond through plants and water changes.
Hey, I almost forgot the Luau. We had the clubs 6th annual Luau at
Mary and Steve Depew’s home in Pekin. It was a great time with 34
members in attendance, and boy did we have a lot of food. A big thank
you to the Depews for hosting this year. I’m not sure who won the bags
game but we need to bring that out to more meetings, that is if people
want to stick around. We also had a mini night pond tour and the lights
were really awesome. A big thanks goes out to the Iveys, the Bevards,
and to the
Kramers.
Ron and Patty
must have stock
in Ameren Cilco
with all the
lights they have.
It was a great
ending to a
good evening.
Again, thanks to
everyone that
made it great.

And we can’t forget all the hard work that Brenda and Lori
put into decorating and then the big chore of tear down.
Thank You Ladies.

6

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
For the month of September
Jean Clarke Ron Hudkins
Allen Kruger Lisa Moreland

If I don’t have your birthday month, please get it to me.
For those members who are yearning for our next pond tour,
and you are willing to open up your pond and yard for the tour, get
your name to a board member so we can start planning our tour for
next year. Don’t forget, we will need pond sitter volunteers as well
as ponds for the tour. We will need your help to pull it off.
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If only I had known……
I’ve started a new section for our newsletter, but you all have to
help. It might be tough for some of us to admit, but let’s talk
about things we wouldn’t do again. (we won’t call them mis___s)
I’m sure everyone can come up with at least one thing. We can
all learn from our (mis_____s,) and build better ponds.
When buying liner for your pond make sure you check the
club’s resources so you can get the best price. It comes back to
haunt you when you find out that you paid way too much but
didn’t know any better at the time. We could have saved you big
bucks that you could have spent on more new fish.
One of the other thoughts put to me was to pick out the nicest
fish you can to start with. Don’t just settle for ones that you will
end up having for a long time. You’ll always wish you’d picked
the better one.

Hey guys, did you know fish are like potato
chips, you just can’t stop with one. Right!!!!

George Still
doesn’t want you
to forget your
lawn chairs:

8

KOI of the Year
The contest is open to all non board members in the club. Please get your picture to me. Come on guys, I know you have pictures of your fish. We have a few
more members turning in pictures, that’s great. Keep those pictures of your fish
coming. What’s better, 100 one dollar bills or 1 one hundred dollar bill?
Put your name on the back of the picture and let me know if you need the picture back when the contest in finished. The picture has to be submitted no later
than the October club meeting. The winner will be announced at the banquet in
November. That’s another good reason to attend the banquet. So start feeding
those fish so you’ll have the biggest and best KOI in Prairieland Koi & Pond Society. The winner will receive a PKPS award certificate and a fabulous gift,
$100.00 cash!
Remember, it does have to be a picture of a fish currently living in your pond.
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Prairieland Koi & Pond Society

Elections
It’s that time of the year again. If anyone has a nomination
for any of our elected positions, ( President, Vice President,
Secretary, Treasurer ) please make your nomination at our
next meeting.
Your present Board Members have indicated they would
like to continue their positions for next year.
Let me know if you have any questions.
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Board Meetings

Club Meetings

September 26th Hofstetter Residence

September 12th I.C.C. Days

October 24th Moreland Residence

October 10th Bong Residence

November 21st Clark Residence

November 14th Banquet

TREASURER’S REPORT
Beginning Balance:
Income:
Expenses:
Ending Balance:

$3,985.92
681.50
25.00
$4642.42
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Vincent Smith
President/Editor
924 W. Ridgemont Rd.

Peoria, IL 61614
309-682-1422
E-mail: vsmith924@comcast.net

Chairpersons

Officers

Directors

Vincent Smith Pr esident/
Editor

Greg Cantrell Dir ector

Brenda Smith

Product Mgr of Ways and Means

309-682-1422

309-645-7161

Raffles/Door Prizes/Special
Events
309-682-1422

Allen Kruger

Vice Pr esident

Rick Moreland Dir ector

Senior Director/Web Master

Food And Beverage

217-737-3646

309-694-5057

Letriana Cantrell Secr etar y

Todd Bong Dir ector

309-645-7163

309-256-9582

Karen Hofstetter Tr easur er

Jean Clarke Dir ector

309-699-5155

Membership
309-691-6721

